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The bloated bodies rolled and bobbed around him 
as he stood waist-deep in the stinking water. As far 
as his eyes could see it was the same, and he had 
been standing here forever. Was this the hell that his 
minister talked about? He could feel himself slipping 
on the slime at his feet. He knew that if he ever 
went under, it would be the end. He must get away, 
must run, but as he tried to move, his legs seemed 
held by the filthy liquid. It was like trying to run 
through a sea of mucilage. He screamed, he pulled, 
he lifted his legs and, with all his strength, tried to 
walk. He was held fast. He let out another scream 
that echoed shrilly across the muddy water. 
As a sharp scream rent the still air, Tom McGee 
said to his wife, Sadie, "Oh Lord, here comes Jeremy 
again." 
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L i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  o n  t h e i r  s t r e e t ,  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  
s i t t i n g  o n  t h e i r  f r o n t  p o r c h  a f t e r  s u p p e r  t r y i n g  t o  
c a t c h  a  l i t t l e  b r e e z e  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e m  o f  t h e  h u m i d  
h e a t  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  s u m m e r  d a y .  
T h e i r  l i t t l e  t o w n  o f  A d a m s  w a s  a  q u i e t  p l a c e .  
N o t h i n g  m u c h  e v e r  h a p p e n e d .  A t  o n e  t i m e ,  t h e  
t r a i n  h a d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  o n  i t s  w a y  t o  M o b e r l y ,  a n d  i t  
w o u l d  e v e n  s t o p  a t  A d a m s  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  p a s s e n g e r s  t o  
t a k e  o n  o r  l e t  o f f .  I t  h a d  b e e n  e x c i t i n g  t o  g o  d o w n  t o  
t h e  s t a t i o n  a n d  w a t c h  t h e  t r a i n  r o l l  b y ,  i t s  g r e a t  i r o n  
w h e e l s  c l i c k i n g  a n d  i t s  w h i s t l e  b l a r i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  
a l w a y s  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  s o m e o n e  m i g h t  b e  g e t t i n g  o f f .  
N o w  t h e  o l d  ' ' K a t y  L i n e , "  a s  i t  w a s  c a l l e d ,  h a d  b e e n  
d i s c o n t i n u e d ,  a n d  t h e e  t r a i n  t r a c k s  w e r e  o v e r g r o w n  w i t h  
g m s s  a n d  w e e d s .  T h e  p e o p l e  o f  A d a m s  h a d  n o t h i n g  m u c h  
t o  t a l k  a b o u t  e x c e p t  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ,  J e r e m y  P e a b o d y ,  
a n d  t h e i r  o n e  c l a i m  t o  f a m e ,  t h e  G r e a t  S t o r m .  
" I ' l l  s t o p  h i m ,  R o y , "  y e l l e d  T o m ,  a s  h e  r a n  o f f  t h e  
p o r c h  t o  g r a b  t h e  s c r e a m i n g  J e r e m y  w h o  w a s  r u n n i n g  
f a s t  d o w n  t h e  s i d e w a l k .  
A s  h e  h e l d  o n t o  t h e  y o u n g  b o y ,  J e r e m y  b e g a n  t o  
s o b  a n d  f i n a l l y  t o  a w a k e n  a n d  q u i e t  d o w n .  
R o y  P e a b o d y  t o o k  h o l d  o f  h i s  s o n ' s  a r m  t o  l e a d  
h i m  g e n t l y  h o m e .  ' T h a n k s ,  T o m , "  h e  s a i d ,  " a n o t h e r  
o n e  o f  J e m ' s  n i g h t m a r e s .  W e  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  b e t t e r ,  
b u t  h e  s t i l l  g e t s  t h e s e  e v e r  s o  o f t e n . "  
" S o r r y ,  R o y ,  h o p e  h e ' l l  g e t  o v e r  i t  s o o n , "  a n d  T o m  
a n d  S a d i e  w a t c h e d  t h e  f a t h e r  a n d  s o n  w a l k  s l o w l y  
h o m e .  
" I  w o n d e r  i f  h e  e v e r  w i l l  g e t  o v e r  i t , "  s a i d  S a d i e .  
" I t ' s  b e e n  a l m o s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  a n d  h e ' s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  
o n e .  T h e r e ' s  p l e n t y  o f  f o l k s  a r o u n d  h e r e  w o n ' t  g e t  
o v e r  i t . "  
A n d  t h e i r  m i n d s  w e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  
s t o r m .  
J e r e m y  s t o o d  t h e r e ,  h e a d  d o w n ,  k i c k i n g  a t  t h e  
g r a v e l  i n  t h e  d r i v e w a y .  " G o l l e e ,  M a ,  I  o n l y  j u s t  h a d  a  
b a t h  y e s t e r d a y , "  h e  s a i d .  
" I n  t h i s  h e a t  e v e n  a  c o u p l e  o f  b a t h s  a  d a y  w o u l d n ' t  
e
h u r t  
a  n i n e - y e a r - o l d  b o y .  Y o u  k n o w  y o u  h a v e  t o  l o o k  
n i c e  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  p i c n i c . "  
I t  s e e m e d  t o  J e r e m y  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  i n  
t o w n  w h o  d i d n ' t  l i k e  c h u r c h  p i c n i c s .  H e ' d  a  l o t  
r a t h e r  s t a y  h o m e  w i t h  h i s  n e w l y - h a t c h e d  b a n t y  
c h i c k s .  H e  l o v e d  t o  w a t c h  t h e  m o t h e r  h e n  t e a c h i n g  
t h e m  h o w  t o  s c r a t c h  f o r  b u g s  a n d  s e e  h e r  s p r e a d  h e r  
w i n g s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m  a t  t h e  l e a s t  s i g n  o f  d a n g e r .  H e  
t h o u g h t  s h e  w a s  t h e  s m a r t e s t ,  b e s t  m o t h e r  h e ' d  e v e r  
s e e n ,  a n d  i t  m a d e  h i m  m a d  w h e n  f o l k s  s a i d  t h a t  
c h i c k e n s  w e r e  d u m b .  H i s  h e n  a n d  r o o s t e r  h a d  m o r e  
s e n s e  t h a n  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  h e  k n e w ,  b u t  h e  w o u l d n ' t  
d a r e  s a y  t h a t  t o  a n y o n e .  
F a l l  1 9 8 8  
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Aside from his chickens, Jeremy was also 
raising a fine Hampshire pig, named Arthur. 
He was happy to let these animal~ take up most 
of his time during the long hot summer days, 
and everyone could see that he had a special 
way with them. 
Once he had tried to tell his Dad that his 
animals understood everything he said to them 
and that he understood them, too, but his Dad 
only looked at him kind of funny and said, 
"Jem, don't you ever forget that they're only 
animals put on the earth for one purpose and 
that's for our use. You need to get out and play 
with the other kids more." 
The friends he used to have - Billy Bob and 
Estil - now had rifles, and all they ever 
wanted to do was go hunting. Once when he 
went with them, Estil hit a rabbit. When they 
went to get it, it was still alive, its hind 
quarters bleeding and paralyzed. The rabbit 
looked at them with scared eyes and tried to 
pull itself away with its short forelegs. "My 
gosh," said Estil, "it ain't all dead," and he shot 
it again at close range turning the soft brown 
body into a mess of bloody innards. 
Jeremy left, pretending he had to get home 
to feed his pig. He never went hunting again. 
Once he had tried to tell his 
Dad that his animals 
understood everything he said 
to them and that he 
understood them, too, but his 
Dad only looked at him kind 
of funny and said, "Jem, don't 
you ever forget that they're 
only animals put on the earth 
for one purpose and that's for 
our use." 
Between the Species 
This day of the picnic was one of those still, 
hot days that seem to follow endlessly one after 
the other during a Missouri summer. Once the 
sun set in, nothing moved that didn't have to. 
Dogs slunk under porches where they stayed all 
day sleeping fitfully between flea bites. Cattle 
in a field at the edge of town huddled together 
in the sparse shade of a lone tree, so bent over 
by last year's ice storm that it seemed to lack 
the spirit ever to stand erect again. 
Few people were on the streets. Business 
men, at home after their noon dinners, rested 
in hammocks or swings on the porches, fanning 
away flies with the sports sections of the 
newspaper. 
Jeremy's father, Roy Peabody, who ran the 
local tractor agency, had just announced to his 
wife, Emma, that the temperature was 102 in 
the shade, and then went inside to listen to his 
radio. 
Emma wiped her wet forehead against her 
upper sleeve and went on with her cleaning, 
wiping the plastic tablecloth which was losing 
its gleam and floral pattern but was still all 
right for every day. 
She wondered why the day of the church social 
always had to be the hottest one of the year, but at 
least she had prepared most of her food the night 
before. The chicken was fried and stored in the 
cooler. The slaw was made, and she had even baked 
her specialty, a peach cobbler. Nothing left to do but 
slice some tomatoes and remember to take some 
thick yellow cream along for the cobbler. The heat 
would let up some later on, but hot or cool everyone 
would sure eat, she knew that. Some of the best 
cooks in the country belonged to her church. 
The country club was no more than a large 
frame building situated on the bluff above the 
Osage River, but it served as a meeting place 
for church groups, card clubs and other local 
organizations such as the P.E.O.'s and the 
D.A.R.'s. Tonight a local band would supply 
music so that the young people could dance. 
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T h e  a d u l t s  r a r e l y  d a n c e d .  T h e  m a i n  a c t i v i t y  
f o r  t h e  m e n  w a s  c o u r t  c r o q u e t  w h i c h  w a s  a s  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  l a w n  c r o q u e t  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t e n n i s  w a s  f r o m  a  c h i l d ' s  b a d m i n t o n  g a m e .  P l a y e d  
o n  a  l a r g e ,  h a r d ,  f l a t  d i r t  c o u r t  w i t h  w i c k e t s  s e t  f a r  
a p a r t ,  t h e  m e n  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  g a m e  i n t o  o n e  o f  
s k i l l  a n d  p r e c i s i o n .  T h e i r  m a l l e t s  w e r e  t o t a l l y  u n l i k e  
t h o s e  u s e d  f o r  l a w n  c r o q u e t .  C o u r t  m a l l e t s  h a d  h e a v y  
w o o d  h e a d s  b a n d e d  i n  i r o n  a n d  s h o n  h a n d l e s  s o  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  h e l d  l o w  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  p l a y e r  
s q u a t t i n g  t o  o n e  s i d e  o f  b a l l  a n d  m a l l e t  r a t h e r  t h a n  
s t a n d i n g  a s t r i d e  t h e m .  I t  t o o k  s t r e n g t h ,  a  k e e n  e y e  
a n d  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e  t o  b e c o m e  a d e p t  a t  c o u r t  
c r o q u e t .  B u t  h o w  t h e  m e n  l o v e d  i t !  B i g  e l e c t r i c  
l i g h t s  h a d  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  t e a m s  c o u l d  p l a y  
a t  n i g h t .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  s t i f f ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  
a l w a y s  g o o d - n a t u r e d .  N o  o n e  e v e r  g o t  m a d  i t  
s e e m e d .  
T h e  w o m e n ,  a f t e r  c l e a n i n g  u p  t h e  p i c n i c  d i s h e s  
a n d  t a k i n g  l e f t - o v e r s  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a r s ,  l i k e d  t o  s i t  o n  
b e n c h e s  n e a r  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  p a r t l y  w a t c h  t h e  m e n  
a n d  p a n l y  " v i s i t . "  T h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  s o  m u c h  t o  t a l k  
a b o u t .  I n  t h i s  t i m e  b e f o r e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w a s  s t i n  a  f a m i l y  a n d  a  s o c i a l  a r t .  P e o p l e  l o v e d  t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  a n d  t a l k .  T h e  w o m e n ' s  t a l k  w a s  a b o u t  
c h i l d r e n ,  n e w  r e c i p e s ,  n e w  d r e s s  p a t t e r n s ,  w i t h  a  
g o o d l y  a m o u n t  o f  g o s s i p  t h r o w n  i n  t o  k e e p  t h i n g s  
l i v e l y .  
E m m a  w a s  t h i n k i n g  h o w  s h e  w o u l d  r e g a l e  t h e m  
w i t h  t h e  t a l e  o f  h e r  l a s t  p e r m a n e n t ,  h o w  s h e  a l m o s t  
f a i n t e d  i n  t h e  h e a t  a n d  t h e  t r i a l  o f  s i t t i n g  s o  l o n g  
u n d e r  t h e  g r e a t  p e r m a n e n t  w a v e  m a c h i n e .  H e r  f a c e  
h a d  g o n e  w h i t e  a n d  h e r  e y e s  h a d  r o l l e d  u p ,  s o  t h e y  
b e g a n  t h r o w i n g  c o l d  w a t e r  o n  h e r  u n t i l  s o m e o n e  h a d  
h o l l e r e d ,  " Y a  b e t t e r  q u i t  t h a t .  D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  
e l e c t r o c u t e  h e r ? "  
T h e  i d e a  o f  g e t t i n g  e l e c t r o c u t e d  b r o u g h t  E m m a  
a r o u n d ,  a n d  s h e  m a n a g e d  t o  s i t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  e n d ,  
b u t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  t e r r i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  f e e l  h e r s e l f  
f a i n t i n g ,  t h e  h e a v y  c u r l e r s  p u l l i n g  o n  h e r  s c a l p  a s  s h e  
n e a r l y  w e n t  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  m a c h i n e  o n  t o p  o f  h e r .  
" H e y ,  E m m a ,  d i d  y o u  h e a r  t h e  n e w s ? "  c a l l e d  R o y .  
" M a y b e  w e  b e t t e r  n o t  g o . "  
' ' W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ,  ' n o t  g o ' ?  W h a t  a m  I  s p o s e d  
t o  d o  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  f o o d ? "  
F a l l  1 9 8 8  
" W e l l ,  i t  s o u n d s  m i g h t y  b a d  t o  m e ,  b u t  m a y b e  i t  
w o n ' t  h i t  a r o u n d  t h e  c l u b  h o u s e . "  
' ' W h a t  w o n ' t  h i t ?  W h a t  a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ? "  
" T h e r e ' s  b e e n  a  b a d  e l e c t r i c  s t o r m  u p  n e a r  
S h e l b i n a  - u p r o o t e d  t r e e s ,  t u r n e d  c a r s  o v e r  a n d  d i d  
a n  k i n d s  o f  d a m a g e ;  i t ' s  h e a d e d  o u r  w a y . "  
" S o u n d s  m o r e  l i k e  a  c y c l o n e  o r  e a r t h q u a k e  t o  
m e . "  
" W e n ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s ,  t h e y ' r e  i s s u i n g  w a r n i n g s ,  
t e t l i n g  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  h o m e  a n d  b a t t e n  d o w n  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  l o o s e .  I t  m a y  h i t  u s  b e f o r e  w e  e v e n  
h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  g o .  I  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  k e e p  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  f o r  a w h i l e  t o  s e e  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  
o n . "  
" A w ,  i t  m i g h t  g o  r i g h t  o n  p a s t  u s  l i k e  i t  d i d  l a s t  
t i m e , "  s a i d  E m m a .  S h e  s o  w a n t e d  t o  g o .  S h e  h a d  
m a d e  a  n e w  d r e s s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  r e a l  b e c o m i n g  s h e  
t h o u g h t ,  k i n d  o f  a  b l u i s h  g r e e n  c o t t o n  p o l k a  d o t  
m a t e r i a l  t h a t  m a t c h e d  h e r  e y e s  a n d  c o m p l e m e n t e d  
h e r  b r o w n  h a i r .  I t  m a d e  h e r  l o o k  c o o l  a n d  f r e s h ,  a n d  
s h e  w a s  a l l  s e t  o n  w e a r i n g  i t .  S h e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  s k y  
a n d  s a i d ,  ' ' W h y ,  i t  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  l o o k  l i k e  r a i n .  I ' l l  c a l l  
S u e  A n n  a n d  s e e  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  d o . "  
" J u s t  c a u s e  S u e  A n n  a n d  H e n r y  w a n t  t o  g e t  b l o w n  
a w a y  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  I  d o , "  s a i d  R o y .  
B u t  E m m a  w a s  a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  ' p h o n e .  " Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  
w h a t  I  t h i n k ,  t o o ,  S u e  A n n .  I ' l l  t e l l  R o y . "  
" S u e  A n n  s a y s  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e  s t o r m ' s  g o n e  o n  p a s t  
a n d  i s  h e a d e d  o u t  w e s t  o f  h e r e ;  s a y s  e v e r y b o d y  s h e ' s  
t a l k e d  t o  i s  g o i n g  t o n i g h t . "  
' ' W e n ,  t h a t  s u r e  i s n ' t  w h a t  I  h e a r d , "  s a i d  R o y ,  " b u t  
i f  y o u ' r e  b e n t  o n  g o i n g ,  I ' l l  g o  o n  i n  a n d  t a k e  m y  
s h o w e r . "  
" Y e a h ,  d o n ' t  w o r r y  a b o u t  i t ,  h o n e y , "  a n d  s h e  c a l l e d  
t o  J e r e m y  b u t  f o u n d  h e  w a s  a l l  b a t h e d  a n d  d r e s s e d ,  
a n d ,  a s  s h e  l o o k e d  a t  h i m ,  s h e  w a s  p r o u d  o f  h i m .  T h e  
c u r l s  o f  h i s  r e d  h a i r  g o t  e v e n  t i g h t e r  i n  t h e  h u m i d  
w e a t h e r ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  c e r t a i n  a p p e a l i n g  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  h i s  b l u e  e y e s  t h a t  a l w a y s  w o n  h e r  o v e r .  
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He was tall for his age and strongly built, but she 
worried about him. He was too much of a loner. 
"Maybe he'll grow out of it," she always said. 
When they reached the club grounds, the tables 
were set up outdoors and women were busy laying 
out the food. Children were hollering and chasing 
each other and getting underfoot. Sue Ann grabbed 
her daughter's arm and said, "Eliza Jane, I want you 
to take your friends and go way over yonder behind 
the club house to play where you won't be knocking 
into the tables, you hear?" 
The kids looked disgruntled but did as they were 
told. 
The men went out to the courts to check the 
wickets and ground. A couple of them got out the 
roller to roll down a few footprints. "Do you reckon 
some of those kids have run across these courts 
again," said Al Henshaw. "I swear I'll skin him alive 
if I ever catch one." 
Emma and Roy got their food laid out along with 
the rest. How good it all looked - two large baked 
hickory-smoked country hams, one at each end of 
the four long tables that had been pushed together, 
and in between were mounds of fried chicken, 
baking powder biscuits, beaten biscuits, homemade 
potato salads and slaw. Beefsteak tomatoes from 
home gardens lay sliced thick and ripe, their juicy 
redness gleaming in the sun. And the desserts ­
there were pecan pies, Jeff Davis pies, peach and 
cherry cobblers, and a Prince of Wales cake standing 
tall and rich. Nobody would go home hungry this 
night! 
Emma was already basking in the praise of her 
new dress. "Wasn't hardly any trouble to make," she 
said, "cut it out one day and stitched it up the next." 
There was a good-sized crowd there, all the people 
Emma liked best from the church: Pete Hill the 
banker and his wife Josie, who was rushing around, 
as always, making sure that everything was done just 
right; Allen James who owned the drugstore was 
there with his wife and kids; the Bartletts, Pettigrews 
and a bunch of others as well as, of course, their 
minister and his wife and children. 
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"Are we about ready?" called Sue Ann. "Shall I 
ring the cow be11?" 
"You better, yes, we want to eat and be finished 
before it gets dark," said Emma, looking at the sky 
which seemed to have grown overcast and 
threatening. 
As Sue Ann reached for the bell, the children 
came running from the other side of the club house 
screaming, "Ma, Ma," said Eliza Jane, "there's such a 
big wind starting up over where we were that" - but 
she got no further before the wind began to hit. 
"Everybody grab some dishes of food and run to 
the clubhouse," Roy hollered, "and hurry." 
Some grabbed dishes and some just ran, for the 
sky was darkening and the wind getting stronger. 
Paper napkins, plates and cups were flying through 
the air, and one of the tables looked on the verge of 
tipping. 
Carol Belanger Grafron, 
Old-Fashiond Animd Cuts. 
New Yorle: Dover, 1981 
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" M y  g o s h ,  R o y ,  w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g ? "  y e l l e d  E m m a .  
h o w l e d .  T h e y  c o u l d  h e a r  i t  r a t t l i n g  t h e  b o a r d s  o n  
t h e i r  c l u b h o u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  f e e l  g r e a t  g u s t s  o f  i t  h i t  
" J u s t  t a k e  y o u r  c h i c k e n  a n d  g e t  i n t o  t h e  c l u b h o u s e  
t i m e  a n d  a g a i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
- f a s t , "  s a i d  R o y .  
B u t  t h e y  w e r e  h u n g r y ,  s o  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  e a t ,  a n d  i t  
O n c e  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  i n s i d e  w i t h  t h e  d o o r  t i g h t  
c h e e r e d  t h e m  u p .  
s h u t ,  t h e y  t u r n e d  t o  l o o k  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w s .  O n e  b y  
o n e  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e s  w e r e  o v e r t u r n e d ,  a s  t h o u g h  
" D i d  a n y o n e  r e m e m b e r  t o  b r i n g  i n  t h e  s o d a  p o p s  
s o m e  g i a n t  h a n d  h a d  l i f t e d  a n d  t h r o w n  t h e m ,  
a n d  t h e  p u n c h ? "  s o m e o n e  a s k e d .  
s t r e w i n g  f o o d  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  
" H e r e ' s  t h e  g a l l o n  j u g  o f  p u n c h ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  I  
" I s  i t  a  c y c l o n e ,  M o m ? "  y e l l e d  o n e  l i t t l e  b o y ,  
s e e , "  s a i d  S u e  A n n .  T h e  g a l l o n  w a s  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  
.  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c r y .  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  g l a s s e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
f o u n d  i n  t h e  c l u b h o u s e .  
" N o w  j u s t  y o u  h u s h ,  B i l l ,  i t ' s  o n l y  a  b i g  w i n d  t h a t  
w i l l  d i e  d o w n  s o o n  a n d  w e ' r e  s a f e  i n  h e r e , "  s a i d  h i s  
" W h e n  t h e  p u n c h  i s  g o n e ,  w e  c a n  a l w a y s  d r i n k  
m o t h e r .  
w a t e r , "  s a i d  E m m a .  
A  l o u d  s h r i e k  s i l e n c e d  t h e m .  " M y  b a b y ,  m y  b a b y ,  " F r a i d  n o t , "  s a i d  T o m  M c G e e ,  " I  t r i e d  t o  w a s h  
s h e ' s  n o t  h e r e , "  c r i e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e .  " S h e  w a s  t h e s e  g l a s s e s  a n d  n o  w a t e r  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  t a p . "  
r i g h t  w i t h  m e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  k i d s  w h e n  w e  r a n ,  b u t  
n o w  s h e ' s  n o t  h e r e .  S a r a h ,  S a r a h ,  w h e r e  a r e  y o u ? "  
" W a t e r  l i n e ' s  p r o b a b l y  b u s t e d ,  b u t  t h e y ' l l  f i x  i t  
s o o n , "  s a i d  R o y .  " L e t ' s  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  f o o d .  O n e  
" A n y b o d y  s e e n  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l ? "  c a l l e d  A l  H e n s h a w .  
t h i n g  w e  s e e m  t o  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  i s  f r i e d  c h i c k e n  a n d  
" L o o k  a l l  a r o u n d  y o u .  M a y b e  s h e ' s  s c a r e d  a n d  b a c k  i n  
c o u n t r y  h a m ,  a n d  b o y ,  d o  t h e y  t a s t e  g o o d !  W h o  
a  c o r n e r  s o m e w h e r e s . "  b r o u g h t  t h e  h a m ?  Y o u ,  J o s i e ? "  
" S h e  m u s t  b e  s t i l l  o u t s i d e , "  s a i d  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  
" S u r e  d i d  - o n e  o f  o u r  o w n  h o g s  t h a t  S a m  
w i t h  t h a t  h e  t o r e  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  a n d  r a n  o u t .  b u t c h e r e d  a n d  c u r e d , "  s h e  a n s w e r e d .  
C h i l d r e n  b e g a n  c r y i n g ,  a n d  m o t h e r s ,  r e a d y  t o  c r y  J u s t  t h e n  c a m e  a  c r a s h  o f  g l a s s  a s  t h e  w i n d o w  p a n e  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  t r i e d  t o  c o m f o r t  t h e m .  T h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  w i n d o w s  f e l l  i n  s p l i n t e r s  o n  t h e  f l o o r ,  
w i f e  w a s  a l m o s t  h y s t e r i c a l .  R o y  s a w  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  b l a s t  o f  w i n d  t h a t  s e n t  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  t o  
n e e d e d  t o  b e  d o n e .  
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o o m  o u t  o f  i t s  p a t h .  
" L i s t e n  t o  m e ,  a l l  o f  y o u , "  h e  s a i d .  " W e ' v e  h a d  a  
' ' T a k e s  s o m e  s t r o n g  w i n d  t o  d o  t h a t , "  s a i d  o n e  o f  
b a d  s c a r e ,  b u t  w e ' r e  s a f e  n o w ,  a n d  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  
t h e  m e n .  " W e  b e t t e r  t r y  t o  b o a r d  i t  u p  b e f o r e  i t  b l o w s  
R e v e r e n d  w i l l  b e  b a c k  w i t h  S a r a h  s o o n .  W h i l e  w e  
t h e  w h o l e  s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o u t .  C a n ' t  l e t  t h e  
w a i t ,  w e  c a n  p r a y  a n d  w e  c a n  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  
w i n d  c a t c h  a  h o l d  l i k e  t h a t . "  
A b o v e  a l l ,  w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  p a n i c .  T h a t  w o u l d n ' t  
h e l p  a n y o n e .  W e  h a v e  e n o u g h  f o o d  i n  h e r e  t o  f e e d  
B o a r d s  a n d  n a i l s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t o r e r o o m ,  a n d  
u s  a l l .  W e  c a n  s i t  d o w n  i n  a  b i g  c i r c l e  a n d  p a s s  i t  
i t  t o o k  f o u r  m e n ,  h o l d i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  u p  a n d  l e a n i n g  
a r o u n d  a n d  t r y  t o  e n j o y  t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s  t h a t  s o  
a g a i n s t  t h e  w i n d  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  w e i g h t  t o  g e t  t h e  
m a n y  l a d i e s  w e n t  t o  a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  o v e r . "  
b o a r d s  n a i l e d  i n t o  p l a c e .  
O n e  b y  o n e  t h e y  s a t  d o w n  o n  t h e  f l o o r  t h a t  h a d  
' ' T h i s  i s  s u r e  n o  u s u a l  s t o r m , "  s a i d  R o y . 
  
b e e n  c l e a r e d  f o r  d a n c i n g .  T h e  c h a i r s  h a d  a l l  b e e n 
  
t a k e n  o u t s i d e  f o r  t h e  p i c n i c ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d  o n l y  k n e w 
  
" I ' m  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  o u r  m i n i s t e r , "  s a i d  T o m  
w h e r e  t h e y ' d  b e e n  b l o w n  t o  b y  n o w .  T h e  w i n d  s t i l l  
M c G e e .  " H e ' s  b e e n  g o n e  n e a r l y  a n  h o u r .  D o  y o u  
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.Iudgment Day 
think we should go and look for him?" 
They looked at the minister's wife. She seemed 
dazed, her eyes staring straight ahead as she huddled 
back in a corner, her thin arms around her two 
sleeping children. 
"I don't like the way she looks, almost like she's in 
shock," said Tom. ''We better do something." 
"C'mon," said Roy, "we'll go look for him. The 
other men better stay here with the women and 
kids." 
By now the noise of the wind was so loud they 
could barely hear each other. It tore at the building 
in ferocious gusts that rattled and shook the beams 
and floor boards. Suddenly, they heard the ripping, 
rending sound of wood, and someone yelled, "The 
porch is going! It's getting ripped right off the 
building." And with one final wrench that felt as 
though the entire building would split, the front 
porch was gone. 
"My God, do you think we can go out in this?" 
said Tom. "How could we even stand? We'd be 
blown away just like the porch." 
"Not only that," said Roy, "but it's dangerous to 
open the door. It would give the wind enough of an 
opening to tear this whole place apart. No, we've got 
no choice but to stay here and to keep on praying." 
He looked around the room at the frightened 
faces. The children, sensing the fear, were clinging to 
their parents and sobbing. The mothers, so neatly 
dressed a short while ago; now looked haggard ­
dresses tom and dirty, hair straggling in wet strands 
about their worried faces. The men moved about 
among them trying to conSole and reassure, but their 
voices were so deadened by the noise of the 
shrieking wind that no one seemed to be paying any 
attention to them. 
Jeremy, his ear close to the floor boards, said to his 
mother, "I keep hearing someone crying, sounds like 
it's coming from right here," and he pointed to a 
knot-hole in the wood. 
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"You're just hearing the wind noises, Jem," she 
answered. But she put her ear to the floor just to 
please and distract him. Sure enough, it did sound 
like the cries of a human voice. "Roy," she called, 
"come here quick." 
After listening for awhile, Roy got up, looking 
puzzled. "It sure sounds human, but who could be 
under this floor. Anyone down there in that open 
space would sure have been blown away long ago." 
"But it is somebody, Daddy," said the boy. "It's a 
kid; I just know it." 
Others came to listen and someone said, "Could it 
be the minister's child, or even the minister himself? 
Nobody else has gone out; it's got to be one of them, 
but it sounds like a child." 
Roy, with his mouth over the hole, hollered as 
loud as he could, "Is that you, Sarah? Call back and 
answer us." 
As they listened, no answer came other than the 
continued crying sounds, sometimes lower, 
sometimes higher, but definitely, it seemed, like cries 
of pain. 
''We can't let the kid suffer," said Roy. "Give me 
that hammer, AI. We'll have to lift this short board 
and have a look. Then we'll figure out how to get 
whoever it is out of there. Get a flashlight, too, 
somebody." 
When the board was removed, Roy tried to see 
through the narrow opening. The flashlight was so 
dim that it cast only a small, weak glow into the dark 
recess. 
"Flashlight's no damn good," said Roy, throwing it 
to one side and reaching his hand down through the 
opening. He pushed farther and farther into the hole 
until his entire arm was in up to the shoulder. 
A shudder ran through Emma as she watched. She 
wondered if she'd dare to put her arm into that dark 
mystery. "Most anything could be down there," she 
thought. 
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A s  R o y  f e l t  a r o u n d  b e l o w ,  h e  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  p u z z l e d .  E v e r y o n e  c r o w d e d  a r o u n d  h i m ,  
w a t c h i n g  a n d  s a y i n g ,  " W h a t  i s  i t ?  C a n  y o u  t e l l ? "  
R o y  k e p t  s a y i n g ,  " W e l l ,  I ' l l  b e  d a m n e d . "  T h e n  h e  
s l o w l y  p u l l e d  h i s  a r m  b a c k  u p  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l e .  H i s  
h a n d  a n d  a n n  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  b l o o d .  
" D e a r  L o r d , "  s a i d  E m m a ,  " W h a t  h a p p e n e d ?  Y o u ' r e  
b l e e d i n g  s o  b a d ! "  
R o y  l o o k e d  a t  h i s  a r m  a n d  s e e m e d  a s  s u r p r i s e d  a s  
a n y o n e .  ' ' T h a t ' s  n o t  m y  b l o o d , "  h e  s a i d .  " I t ' s  f r o m  t h e  
t h i n g  d o w n  t h e r e .  I ' m  n o t  h u r t  o n e  b i t ,  b u t  
w h a t e v e r ' s  d o w n  t h e r e  i s  h u r t  p l e n t y ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  
a  h o g . "  
" A  h o g ! "  t h e y  a l l  y e l l e d  i n  c h o r u s .  " W h a t ' s  a  h o g  
d o i n g  d o w n  t h e r e ? "  
" I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  b u t  I  c o u l d  f e e l  i t s  t r o t t e r s  a n d  i t s  
t h r o a t  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  b e  p a r t  s l i t  o p e n .  I t ' s  s t i l l  
y e l l i n g  l i k e  a  h u m a n  b a b y . "  
" L e t  m e  s m e l l  y o u r  h a n d , "  s a i d  J i m  B u f o r d ,  
p u s h i n g  t o w a r d  h i m .  " I ' v e  k i l l e d  m a n y  a  h o g  a n d  
c u r e d  a n d  s m o k e d  t h e m ,  t o o .  I t ' s  n o t  a  s m e l l  y o u  
f o r g e t  o n c e  y o u ' v e  s t u c k  a  p i g . "  C o m i n g  c l o s e r  f o r  a  
s n i f f ,  h e  s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  p i g  b l o o d  f o r  a  f a c t . "  
' ' T h e r e ' s  a  r i f l e  i n  t h e  s t o r e r o o m .  I ' m  g o n n a  g e t  i t , "  
s a i d  R o y ,  " a n d  p u t  t h a t  h o g  o u t  o f  i t s  m i s e r y . "  
J e r e m y ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  t o  h e a r  t h e  h o g ' s  
c r y ,  s a i d ,  ' ' W o u l d  y o u  d o  t h a t  i f  i t  w a s  a  k i d ?  I ' m  g l a d  
I  a i n ' t  t h a t  h o g . "  
" J e r e m y ,  w h a t  a n  i d e a ! "  s a i d  h i s  m o t h e r .  " O f  
c o u r s e ,  i f  i t  w a s  a  c h i l d ,  t h e  m e n  w o u l d  g e t  I t  u p  a n d  
w e ' d  d o  a l l  w e  c o u l d  t o  h e l p  i t .  B u t  i t ' s  o n l y  a  h o g . "  
" B u t  i t  c r i e d  l i k e  a  b a b y , "  s a i d  J e r e m y .  " D o n ' t  t h a t  
c u t  i n  t h e  h o g ' s  n e c k  h u r t  s a m e  a s  i t  w o u l d  a  k i d ' s ? "  
" M i g h t  a s  w e l l  s a v e  y o u r  b u l l e t ,  R o y , "  s a i d  J i m .  
" T h e  t h i n g ' s  q u i e t  n o w ,  m u s t  h a v e  b l e d  t o  d e a t h . "  
" O h  d e a r  L o r d ,  s a v e  u s , "  s c r e a m e d  E m m a  w h o  h a d  
t u r n e d  t o  l o o k  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w .  " I t ' s  A r m a g e d d o n  f o r  
s u r e ! "  a n d  s h e  g o t  d o w n  o n  h e r  k n e e s  t o  p r a y .  
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A s  t h e  o t h e r s  r e a c h e d  t h e  f r o n t  w i n d o w ,  t h e  
a v a l a n c h e  o f  w a t e r  h i t .  S u r g i n g  o v e r  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k ,  i t  
r o s e  t e n  f e e t  h i g h  i n  a  g r e a t  d a r k ,  m u d d y  w a l l  t h a t  
s e e m e d  t o  b e  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  i t  w h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e d  
h u n d r e d s  o f  m u t i l a t e d  b o d i e s .  
" L e t  m e  s m e l l  y o u r  h a n d , "  s a i d  
J i m  B u f o r d ,  p u s h i n g  t o w a r d  
h i m .  " I ' v e  k i l l e d  m a n y  a  h o g  
a n d  c u r e d  a n d  s m o k e d  t h e m ,  
t o o .  I t ' s  n o t  a  s m e l l  y o u  f o r g e t  
o n c e  y o u ' v e  s t u c k  a  p i g . "  
C o m i n g  c l o s e r  f o r  a  s n i f f ,  h e  
s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  p i g  b l o o d  f o r  a  
f a c t . "  
I n s t i n c t i v e l y ,  t h e y  a l l  f e l l  f l a t  t o  t h e  f l o o r .  A s  t h e y  l a y  
t h e r e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  l o n g  t o  w a i t .  T h e  w a t e r  h i t  w i t h  
a  s o l i d  r e v e r b e r a t i n g  s m a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
c l u b h o u s e ,  s e n d i n g  a  s h u d d e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  
w a l l s  t h a t  f e l t  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  l i f t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r o m  
i t s  f o u n d a t i o n .  
T h e  s t r u c t u r e  s w a y e d  a n d  p i t c h e d ,  r o l l i n g  i t s  
s c r e a m i n g  o c c u p a n t s  t o  t h e  f a r  s i d e  b u t  s o m e h o w  
h o l d i n g  t o  i t s  b a s e  i n  a  s e e m i n g l y  d e t e r m i n e d  e f f o r t .  
T h e y  l a y  c l i n g i n g  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t o o  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  
c r y ,  t o o  f r i g h t e n e d  t o  m o v e ,  o n l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
i m p a c t .  
T h e n  t h e y  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s o u n d s .  W h a t  w e r e  
t h o s e  t e r r i b l e  n o i s e s ?  S c r e a m s ,  c r i e s  a n d  m o a n s  o f  a n  
u n e a r t h l y  q u a l i t y  p i e r c e d  t h e  a i r .  
" W h a t  i s  i t ,  M o m m a ? "  a s k e d  J e r e m y .  " I s  t h a t  a  w h o l e  
b u n c h  o f  p e o p l e ?  L o o k ,  s o m e t h i n g ' s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
w i n d o w ! "  
A l m o s t  a f r a i d  t o  l o o k ,  s h e  s l o w l y  t u r n e d  h e r  h e a d ,  
t r y i n g  t o  p e e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  m u r k i n e s s .  S h e  c o u l d  h e a r  
t h e  w a t e r  c h u r n i n g  a n d  r o i l i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e m .  T h a n k  
2 8 1  
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J"udgment Day 
Goo the clubhouse was built on high ground and sturdy 
foundations. The water hadn't reached the floor boards 
yet, but whatever those large objects were that she got a 
glimpse of as the water overflowed the banks, were now 
hitting and banging against the house and foundations 
like so many tree logs released to be carried 
downstream. 
The uncanny sounds continued. She called to Sue 
Ann lying near her, "Are those people screaming? They 
must be hurt badly and calling for help." 
"I expect they're drowning, trying to cling to the 
house," said Sue Ann. "Oh Goo, I don't know any more 
than you do, but the sounds they are making are like 
nothing I've ever heard. Sounds like the cries of the 
damned. Maybe you're right, maybe this is 
Armageddon." 
"I saw it, Ma," shouted Jeremy, "I saw what's hitting 
the clubhouse - it's cows!" 
"Cows, oh, Jeremy, lie down. You know it couldn't be 
cows." But as she listened, she wasn't so sure. Some of 
the sounds did seem to be like the tormented lowing of 
cattle. Once when she was a child, she had seen a frisky 
calf get caught in a threshing machine. Its agonized 
cries that kept up until her father came and shot it, 
were not unlike what she was hearing now. 
She looked again toward the windows. Dark shapes 
were banging against them. 
"There goes a front window," someone shouted, and 
with that the water poured in, sending everyone to his 
feet, holding on to each other, to the walls, to anything 
they could grab. 
The water wasn't deep and had apparently reached 
its level, but the smell! How it stank! Dark muddy 
brown, it carried with it all manner of refuse and filth. 
Swirling about their feet and legs, the water assaulted 
their nostrils with the fetid stench of decay. The 
contents of a mOOem Aegean Stable seemed suddenly 
dumped around them. Not only was the water filled 
with excrement, but solid pieces of they knew not what 
caught at their feet and legs, clinging until they reached 
down to pull them loose. 
Between the Species 
Jeremy, waist deep in the filth, held up something­
a long strip that looked like animal hide. "Is this from a 
cow, Ma?" he asked. 
His father picked him up. "Don't touch any of that 
dirty stuff, Jem. I'll hold you up above the water." 
"We can't stay in this," sobbed Emma. 
"Just take it easy," said Roy. ''We're still alive, and 
the storm seems to be letting up. We have to stay here 
til the water recedes. It's over our heads outside." 
Roy looked around. Everyone appeared demented. 
Sobbing and holding crying children, he feared they 
might give way and fall into the water. 
"I'm going to lead us in prayer," called out Roy. "Lord 
Jesus, if this be the Day of Judgment, please forgive us 
our sins and our frailties. Mostly we are good people 
who have worked hard and tried to be gocxl to others of 
our kind. Sometimes we're selfish and greedy; 
sometimes thoughtless and mean, but we try to follow 
your word. Forgive us now for the times we have failed 
you, and help us in this hour of great need. Amen." 
"Amen and help us, Oh Goo, help us," they chanted 
over and over. 
Someone near the window called out. "The water's 
not flowing in any more, but it's so dark by now I can't 
see what's happening outside. The wind's let up, too, so 
if we can just hold out til morning, we can get out of 
this hell hole." 
"How can we stand in this filth all night," cried 
Emma. "There's some disgusting stuff stuck to me, and 
any way I tum I only get into more of it. What is this 
evil dirt we're standing in?" 
"I keep telling you it's from cows, Ma," said Jeremy. 
"I've heard you, Jem, but that makes no sense. In all 
the country club acreage there's no pastureland. There's 
never been any cows up here. All the pastures are down 
in the low farmlands." 
"I just wonder who could've killed all those cows," 
said Jeremy. ''These have their guts pulled out and their 
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h i d e s  r i p p e d  a w a y . "  
" Q u i e t ,  y o u  a l l , "  s a i d  R o y .  " 1  t h i n k  1  h e a r  
s o m e t h i n g , "  a n d  h e  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  " l e t ' s  b e  r e a l  
s t i l l ;  1 t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  r o o f . "  
A s  t h e y  l i s t e n e d ,  t h e y  c o u l d  h e a r  r i p p i n g ,  t e a r i n g  
s o u n d s  c o m i n g  f r o m  a  f a r  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o f .  T h e y  
w a i t e d ;  t h e y  s t r a i n e d  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  n o i s e s  
k e p t  u p .  S o m e t h i n g  w a s  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  s h i n g l e s  t r y i n g  
t o  p u l l  t h e m  l o o s e .  
" T h e y  m u s t ' v e  s e n t  h e l p  f r o m  t o w n ,  a n d  t h e y ' r e  
c o m i n g  i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f , "  s a i d  R o y .  
T h e  b l o a t e d  b o d i e s  a n d  p a r t i a l 
  
b o d i e s  o f  c o w s ,  s h e e p  a n d  p i g s 
  
s u r r o u n d e d  t h e m ,  h e l d  i n  t h e 
  
d e e p  m u d  o f  t h e  r e c e d i n g  w a t e r . 
  
M o s t  h a d  t h e i r  t h r o a t s  s l i t , 
  
t h e i r  h e a d s  t h r o w n  t o  o n e  s i d e , 
  
h a n g i n g  b y  n e c k  h i d e ;  t h e i r 
  
t o n g u e s  l o l l e d  f o r w a r d  a n d 
  
t h e i r  g r e a t  g l a s s y  e y e s  s t a r e d . 
  
N o w  t h e  n o i s e  g r e w  l o u d e r .  W h o e v e r  w a s  u p  t h e r e  
w a s  s t a m p i n g  a n d  b e a t i n g  a t  t h e  b o a r d  b e n e a t h  t h e  
s h i n g l e s ,  t r y i n g  t o  b r e a k  i t  t h r o u g h .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  c a m e  
a  l o u d  c r a c k  o f  s p l i t t i n g  w o o d ,  a n d  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  
o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r .  
" T o m ,  y o u ' r e  t h e  b i g g e s t  f e l l o w  h e r e , "  s a i d  R o y ,  " i f  
y o u ' l l  h o l d  m e  o n  y o u r  s h o u l d e r s ,  I ' l l  g o  u p  a n d  h e l p  t h e  
R e v e r e n d  m a k e  t h a t  h o l e  l a r g e r . "  
W o r k i n g  u n t i l  t h e i r  h a n d s  w e r e  r a w ,  t h e  t w o  m e n  
f i n a l l y  m a d e  a  h o l e  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  a d m i t  a  h u m a n  
b o d y .  T h e  R e v e r e n d ' s  w i f e  a n d  k i d s  w e n t  u p  f i r s t ,  
s u p p o r t e d  o n  T o m ' s  s h o u l d e r s  w i t h  t h e  R e v e r e n d  
p u l l i n g  t h e m  t h r o u g h .  O n e  b y  o n e  t h e  o t h e r  w o m e n  
a n d  k i d s  w e n t  f i r s t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  m e n .  L a s t ,  T o m  
h i m s e l f  w a s  p u l l e d  t h r o u g h .  
F a l l  1 9 8 8  
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S i n c e  t h e  r o o f  w a s  a l m o s t  f l a t ,  t h e y  c o u l d  l i e  o n  i t  
u n t i l  m o r n i n g .  T h e  w i n d  h a d  s t o p p e d  a n d  t h e  h a l f  
m o o n  w a s  c a s t i n g  e e r i e  s h a d o w s  o n  t h e  w a t e r  a r o u n d  
t h e m .  O r  w e r e  t h e y  s h a d o w s ?  N o ,  s o m e  k i n d  o f  l a r g e  
s h a p e s  w e r e  m o v i n g  i n  t h e  d a r k  w a t e r .  T h e  s t e n c h  
r e m a i n e d .  H a n g i n g  i n  t h e  h o t ,  h e a v y  a i r ,  i t  w a s  a s  
t h o u g h  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  h a d  b e e n  t u r n e d  i n t o  a n  u n d r a i n e d  
c e s s p o o l .  
B u t  t h e y  w e r e  d r y ;  n o  l o n g e r  d i d  t h e y  h a v e  t o  s t a n d  
i n  t h e  p u t r i d  w a t e r .  T h e y  t h a n k e d  G o d  a n d  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  
p l a c e s  t o  r e s t  o n  t h e  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  r o o f .  
O n l y  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  w a s  s o b b i n g  q u i e t l y .  T h e  
m i n i s t e r  h a d  s a i d ,  " 1  c o u l d n ' t  h o l d  h e r ,  t h e  w i n d  a n d  
w a t e r  t o r e  h e r  f r o m  m y  a r m s  a n d  s h e  w a s  c a r r i e d  a w a y .  
W e ' v e  l o s t  h e r ;  w e ' v e  l o s t  o u r  b a b y .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  
s a v e d  m e  w a s  a  t r e e  t h a t  s t o o d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t o r m .  1  w a s  
a b l e  t o  c l i m b  o n t o  o n e  o f  i t s  b r a n c h e s  a n d  c l i n g  t h e r e  
' t i l  t h e  w i n d  s t o p p e d . "  
B i t  b y  b i t  p e o p l e  g o t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  q u i e t e d  a n d  t h e n  
l a y  d o w n  t h e m s e l v e s .  E v e r y o n e  w a s  s o  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  
e m o t i o n a l l y  d r a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  s o o n  s l e p t ,  t h e  m e n  
l i n i n g  u p  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o f  e d g e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
c o u l d n ' t  r o l l  o f f .  
J e r e m y  l a y  a w a k e  a f t e r  a l l  w a s  s t i l l ,  m a n y  t h o u g h t s  
r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s  h e a d .  H a d  t h e  s t o r m  h i t  t h e i r  
h o u s e ?  W e r e  h i s  c h i c k e n s  a n d  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  k i l l e d ?  
W h y  d i d n ' t  a n y o n e  c o m e  t o  s a v e  t h e m ?  A t  l a s t ,  
e x h a u s t i o n  o v e r c a m e  h i m ,  t o o ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  n o  m o r e  
u n t i l  h e  w a s  a w a k e n e d  b y  l o u d  v o i c e s .  
I t  w a s  d a y l i g h t ,  a n d  t h e y  c o u l d  n o w  s e e .  " W h a t  
c o u l d ' v e  h a p p e n e d ? "  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  a s k i n g .  A  n i g h t m a r e  
s c e n e  l a y  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  s u r e l y  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  a  s a t a n i c  
f o r c e  u g l i e r  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  c o u l d  
d e v i s e .  
T h e  b l o a t e d  b o d i e s  a n d  p a r t i a l  b o d i e s  o f  c o w s ,  s h e e p  
a n d  p i g s  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e m ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  d e e p  m u d  o f  t h e  
r e c e d i n g  w a t e r .  M o s t  h a d  t h e i r  t h r o a t s  s l i t ,  t h e i r  h e a d s  
t h r o w n  t o  o n e  s i d e ,  h a n g i n g  b y  n e c k  h i d e ;  t h e i r  t o n g u e s  
l o l l e d  f o r w a r d  a n d  t h e i r  g r e a t  g l a s s y  e y e s  s t a r e d .  S o m e  
w e r e  p a r t i a l l y  s t r i p p e d  o f  t h e i r  h i d e s ;  o t h e r s  h a d  g r e a t  
c h u n k s  c u t  f r o r p .  t h e i r  b o d i e s  i n  n e a t  s y s t e m a t i c  s l i c e s .  
M a n y  h a d  l i t t l e  l e f t  b u t  t h e i r  b o n y  s t r u c t u r e ,  s t r a n d s  o f  
p a l e  w h i t e  f l e s h  s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  r i b s .  
B e t w e e n  t h e  S p e c i e s  
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.Judgment Day 
...curiously, the neck of one hog still held the 
slaughtering knife. The butcher had driven it deep 
enough to catch into the neck bone, and there it stuck 
to tell the loathsome story of the slaughterhouse. 
"Did the storm do that to these animals, Dad?" asked 
Jeremy. 
His father only stared in disbelief, unable to answer. 
Most of the women had taken one look and turned 
away_ Some were vomiting, others crying. 
Emma seemed to be turned to stone. She, too, 
couldn't speak. 
And so they remained, staring in mute shock, the 
animals' eyes looking back at them. 0 
Carol Belanger Grafton, 
Old-Fashioned Animal CUlS, 
New York: Dover, 1987 
THE HORSES OF RETRIBUTION 
Now through the dust they come ­
horses black as the heart ofrain; 
their necks are scarred, their foreheads 
burned 
with mystic anger and love. 
And we can soak their running power 
into our flesh, becoming black water; 
and locked into the body ofGad 
we can evoke the flashing days 
to teach us torrent of total pleasure; 
we can be swept to meadows ofpraise. 
And geese we listened to at the dead door 
of the subconscious till all fear 
broke, and like them we rose and flew, 
cry now across the marshes of the years 
with ancient pity and perceiving woe ;­
stretching our black-beast sinews we 
pursue 
and overtake these birds, speed under 
them in joy; 
and where we come upon the murdered 
fawn 
we dabble our hooves in the clean blood, 
and swear to avenge with an unspeakable 
pain 
all violations ofnature's good. 
George Abbe 
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4£ Pl. 
